
.ERC in Galicia 

david posada @ university of vigo (spain) 



.bio 
•  professor of genetics at the university of vigo 

(spain) 
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•  ERC grantee 
–  ERC Starting Grant 2007 (1 million €) 

–  ERC Consolidator Grant 2013  (2 million €) 

•  ERC panel member 
–  ERC Advanced Grant LS8 (2012, 2014, 2016) 

•  ERC reviewer 
–  ERC St, Co, Ad Grants 

 



.ERC 

•  European Research Council 
– excellence as the sole criterion (bottom-

up) 

– Starting grants (StG) (2 milion €) 

– Consolidator grants (CoG) (2.75 milion €) 

– Advance grants (AdG) (3.5 milion €) 
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.advantages for ERC grantees 

•  stability (relative) 
•  independence  
•  funding to do ambitious research 
•  funding to build a team 
•  recognition = stimulation 
•  better conditions (to some extent) 
•  grant portability 
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.ERC in Galicia 
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•  ~300 ERCs in Spain 

•  10 ERCs awarded in Galicia 
–  2007 StG * David Posada (UVIGO) (biology) 

–  2010 StG * Francisco Rivadulla (USC) (chemistry) 

–  2011 StG * Miguel López (USC) (biology) 

–  2009 StG * Rubén Nogueiras (USC) (biology) 

–  2011 StG * Carlos Salgado (USC) (physics) 

–  2010 AdG * Luis Liz-Marzán (UVIGO) (chemistry) -> gone 

–  2012 StG * Héctor Gómez (UDC) (engineering) 

–  2013 CoG * David Posada (UVIGO) (biology) 

–  2013 AdG * Jose Luis Mascareñas (USC) (chemistry) 

–  2014 StG *  Diego Martínez (USC) (physics) 



.interest of ERC 

•  why do we want ERC researchers in 
Galicia? 

– prestige 

– visibility 

– economy 

– attraction poles 
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.ERC growth in Galicia 

•  incentivize 
– Galician researchers passing ERC phase I 

•  retain 
–  stability è ICREA, Ikerbasque 

– better professional conditions (professional, 
research, teaching è ICREA Academia  

•  capture 
–  “foreign” ERC researchers (incentives, 

stability) è ICREA, Ikerbasque 

– need strategy + to be active 
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.the Oportunius opportunity 

•  makes Galicia an attractive place to 
do research 

•  creates a (very competitive) career 
path for young researchers 

•  new human resources policy 
•  synergistic effect 
•  important return  
•  win-win situation 

01/07/2015 ERC Galicia 8 



.thanks 
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HORIZON 2020 
APOIO Á CIENCIA EXCELENTE 

PARA A INNOVACIÓN DO 
FUTURO 

 
Santiago de Compostela, 10 de novembro de 2014 

O programa Ciencia Excelente do Horizon 2020 ten como finalidade reforzar e estender a 
excelencia da ciencia básica da UE para xenerar un sistema de innovación e investigación 
máis competitivo a escala global. Esta xornada ten como obxectivo dar a coñecer as 
oportunidades desta prioridade non só para os investigadores de ciencia básica, senon 
para todos aqueles interesados en captar talento investigador. Asimesmo,  a Axencia 
Galega de Innovación presentará o programa OPORTUNIUS de apoio aos investigadores 
que emprendan o camiño da excelencia a través das convocatorias do European Research 
Council.  

PROGRAMA 
 

10: 00 – 10: 30  Benvida e rexistro 
 
10:30  – 10:45 Inauguración institucional 

Manuel Varela. Director da Axencia Galega de Innovación 
 
10:45 – 11:15 Apostando pola excelencia na investigación. O European Research 

Council (ERC) 
Anxo Moreira. Universidade de Vigo.  Punto Nacional de Contacto 
   

11: 15  - 11: 45  Presentación do programa OPORTUNIUS  
   Manuel Varela. Director da Axencia Galega de Innovación 
 
11:45 - 12:00 Pausa –café  
 
12: 00 - 13:00 Mesa redonda:  Oportunidades e Vantaxes para Galicia de participar  
   nas  Convocatorias do European Research Council de Horizon 2020 
 
   Participan:  David Posada. Universidade de Vigo 
     José Luis Mascareñas. Universidade de Santiago de  
     Compostela  
     Carlos Alberto Salgado. Universidade de   
     Santiago de Compostela  
     Beneficiarios de ERC Grants en Galicia 
      
   Modera:  José Alberto Díez de Castro. Secretario Xeral de  
     Universidades  
    
13: 00- 13: 15  Clausura da xornada 

Francisco Conde. Conselleiro de Economía e Industria    
   


